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SUBJECT' SKAGG' S EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

At tached i s  a news r e l e a s e  f rom David Skagg's O f f i c e  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  
proposed " p e o p l e ' s  exper ts ' '  r ev iew  panel  t o  oversee f l u i d  bed 
i n c i n e r a t o r  o p e r a t i o n s .  
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f rom Skagg's o f f i c e ,  CDH, t h e  c i t i e s  of 
Arvada, Broomf ie ld ,  and c o u n t i e s  o f  Adams, Bou lde r ,  and Jef ferson.  
The E x e c u t i v e  Committee w i l l  a p p o i n t  members t o  t h e  rev iew panel .  
The d u t i e s  o f  t h e  panel and t h e  s e l e c t i o n  c r i t e r i a  a r e  desc r ibed  i n  
t h e  a t tached  m a t e r i  a1 s. 

An E x e c u t i v e  Committee i s  b e i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  

G. L. P o t t e r  
HS&E Operat ions Management 
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XEh'S. .- RELEASE Xarch 2 9 .  1987 

Congressman CnviJ S k a z ~ s  ID-Coioraco)  : oJay  announced plans f o r  an independent 

panel to analyze t h e  3oc!tv ' l z t s  Xezpons Plant proposal io incinerate mised 

hazardous and radioactive W Z s i P S .  

L'nder a draft ag:esnen-,. :he panel is io be established by Congressman Skaggs: 

governments involved. 

The panel  is i o  consis7 of  espercs in [he  areas o f  radioaciive and hazzrdous 

emissions. cherniczl engineering. process control engineering. public health 

>:-,> L s C i i O i l  ar,J Qccc?ationzi szie?;. a n d  healr?.. 

"They will be The pec?ple's esperis." Skaggs esplained. "They will be able to' 

deal with the scien:ls:s from Rockwell International and the Department of 

Energy on their own terms in eve:ua;inF the incineration proposal. T h e y  will 

be chosen for t h e i r  independence and objectivity to produce an independenr. 

unbiased evnluacior. of :he Rock;' Flats plan." 

(more I 



The Rocky F l a t s  P l a n t  has  a p p l i e d  i o  :he Co lo rado  Degarrmerrt o f  Hea l th  f o r  a 8 

p e r m i t  t o  use an i n c i n e r a t i o n  p r o c e s s  t o  reduce t h e  q u a n t i t v  a n d  t v s i c i t v  o f  

p l a n t  w a s t e s .  i h t l  p e r m i t  a p p i i c n t . i o n  and evalunTion i n c i u a e s  a proposed t r i a l  

i n c i n e r a t i o n  o f  a sample o f  mised was te s .  which i n c l u d e  some r a d i o a c t i v e  

m a ' t e r i a l s .  

S i n c e  t h e  announcemen; of t h e  i n c i n e r a t i o n  p r o p o s a l .  p u b l i c  c o n c e r n  about  t h e  

i n c i n e r a t i o n  has  mushroomed. On Yarch 1 2 .  over  400 concerned c i t i z e n s  a t t e n d e d  

a p u b l i c  b r i e f i n g  o r g a n i z e d  bv Skaggs t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  p roposa l  w i t h  Rockwell 

o f f i c i a l s  a n d  De?ait;nrnt of Enerzy r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  'The i d e z  of an independent  

p a n e l  t o  9roducr  an unb iased  revio!i 0;' The I n c i n e r a t i o n  p r o p o s a l  grew out of 

d i souss io : i s  uetweon Sicay.zs anu i o c e i  e i e c r e i  o f f i c i c l s  folioKing ? h a t  p u b l i c  

mee t ing .  

' Under t h e  proposed ag reemenr .  t h e  p z n e l ' s  work w i l l  be f i n a n c e d  by the t h r e e  . 

c i t i e s  and t h r e e  c o u n t i e s .  which w i l l  provide up t o  S5.000 e a c h .  A l l  mee t ings  

of t h e  panel and a l l  documents produced bv i T  will be open i o  t'he p u b l i c .  

(EDITORS/REPORTERS: For more i n f o r m a t i o n  on  t h e  agreement .  c o n t a c t  Nancy 

Hughes i n  t he  Skeggs' k'zshington o f f i c e  a: ( 2 0 2 )  2 2 5 - 2 1 6 1 . )  



PURPOSE: To DroviJe i n d e p e n d e n t  and u n b i a s e d  i n f u r m a t i o n .  a n a l v s i s .  
and recommendat ions  t o  Congressman Da\:jd Skaggs ,  t.llp: s p o n s n r i n g  c i t i e s  and 
c o u n t i e s .  t h e  Colorauo Departmen;  of Heii l ih .  and t h e  p u b l i c  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
p r o p o s a l  to i n c i n e r a c c  mixed hazardoi l s  and r a d i o a c t i r e  w a s t e s  a t  Rocky F l a t s .  

Background and  C u r r e n t  S i t u a t i o n  

S i n c e  1953.  t h e  Rocky F l a t s  p l a n c  bas hand:ed !ar2e q u a n t i t i e s  of  
p l u t o n i u m .  u ran ium.  and  o t h e r  r a d i o a c L i v e  ma:t?r ia ls .  a s  w e l l  as a v a r i e t v  of  
h a z a r d o u s  c h e m i c a l s .  i n  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  of n u c l e a r  weapon components .  I n  
recent  mon ths .  b e c a u s e  of  c h a n g e s  i n  s t a t e  enu f e d e r a l  w a s t e  r e g u l a t i o n s .  t h e  
p l a n t  hzs accumulaced  some f o r t y  thousand c u b i c  f e e t  of  "mised  w a s t e s " - -  
h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  c o n c a i n i n g  s m a l l  amounts of  r a d i o a c t i v e  m a t e r i a l s .  

Some p u b l i c  h e a l c h  o f f i c i a l s  b e l i e v e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of  t h e s e  w a s t e s  i n  
s u c h  l a r g e  volume t o  d i s t a n t  s t o r a g e  s i t e s  wouid c r e a t e  a d d i t i o n a l  h e a l t h  

mixed w a s t e s .  
-. 
I i s k ~ .  F u r t h e r ,  i i ~  tils i n  :,Le L'nitec', Stat=s z r e  ZC\\' z ~ ~ h ~ r i ~ t e d  to a c c e p t  ' .  

An a g r e e m e n t  r e a c h e d  i n  2986 gave t h e  C o l o r a d o  Depar tment  of H e a l t h  
(CDH) a2thGrit;; Zi; - - . z . ' l q - o  C l  

new a u t h o r i t y .  30ck:; F l a t s  h a s  a p p l i e d  t o  CDH for 3 ?errnit. f o r  R comprehens ive  
proqram f o r  managcrnen: o f  b o t h  newiy yr io . -a tec!  W ~ S K Z S  2nd t l i c s c  airead!: s t o r e d  
a i  t h e  p l a n L .  

I 

managor of che  p l n n t ,  and  Rockwel l  I n t e r n a t i o n e i .  c o n t r a c t  o p e r a t o r  of  t h e  j 
p l a n t .  p r o p o s e  t o  u s e  a f l u i d i z e d  bed i n c j n e r a t o r  a t  Rocky F l a t s  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  
volume and t o x i c i t y  o f  some o f  t h e  mised ri'tstos. The r e s i d u e  from t h i s  p r o c e s s  
would t h e n  be mixed w i t h  cemenT and f o r a e d  i n t o  b l o c k s .  

. c,ies: xixed w z s i ~ s  i:i Coioredo. I n  r o s p o n s e  t o  t h a t  

As par: o f  t h a t  p rog ram.  t h e  Deparcnen t  c i f  Ene rgy  I D G E ) .  f e d e r a l  

.r 
L O  c a r h e r  i n f o r n a c i o n  on the  p r o p o s e d  i n c i n e r a t i o n .  Zocky F l a t s  p l a n s  

a t r i a l  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e ,  i n c i n e r a t i o n  equipment  ;o p r o c e s s  3100 pounds of 
c h e m i c a l  and  r a d i o a c t i v e  w a s t e s .  i n c l u d i n g  p l u t o n i u m .  The t i i a l  is p l a n n e d  f o r  
t h i s  spring. CDH would r e v i e w  t h e  resr12:s of  t h i s  i n c i n e r a t i o n  t r i a l  b e f o r e  
d e c i d i n q w h e t h e r  t o  i s s u e  a p e r m i t  f o r  i!le g e n e r a l  w a s t e  management p l a n .  
P u b l i c  meec ines  mey 21so  be h e i d  regarding t h e  c r i a j  i n c i n e r a t i o n .  

T h i s  p r o p o s e 1  h a s  e i i c i t e d  ? great  de%! of c o n c e r n  from c i t i z e n s  a n d ,  
l o c z l  government  o f f i c i e l s .  Yeny p e r ; l n e n t  q u e s ~ i o n s  have  been  r a i s e d  a b o u t  t h e  
t r i a l  i n c i n e r a t i o n  and t n e  f u l l - s c a l e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n c i n e r a t i o n  
p r o p o s a l .  

I t  i s  c r i t i c a l  t h a t  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  be c a r e f u l l y  r ev iewed  and answered  
s o  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  2nd members o l  t h e  p u b l i c  can  have  t h e  bes t  p o s s i b l e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  f o i  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h j s  D I - o ~ o s ; . . . ~  . i '; i s  e q u a l l y  imporcan t  t h a t  a l l  
r e l e v a n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  be made available t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  



Statement of  P u r p o s e  

Congres snan  David  Sksqgs.  :he C i t i e s  o f  Arvada.  B r o o m f i e l d .  and 
W e s t m i n s t e r .  and  che  C o u n t i e s  o f  Adams. B o u l d e r .  and J e f f e r s o n  a g r e e  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  an i n d e p e n d e n t  p a n e l  t o  rev iew t h e  Rockv F1at.s  l n c i n e r a t i o n  p r o p o s a l .  
The purpose  of  :he review wil l  be t o  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  a n a l y s i s .  and 
recommendat ions ;o 3ssis t  Congressman Skaggs .  che  s p o n s o r i n g  gove rnmen ta l  
bodies. t h e  Colorado D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h ,  and  t h e  p u b i i c  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  what 
a c t i o n s  a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  i n  t h i s  m a f t e r .  

The p a n e l  will be p u r e l y  a d v i s o r y .  a n d  i t s  e x i s t e n c e  s h o u l d  nor: be 
c o n s t r u e d  as a f f e c t i n g  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  c h e  Co lo rado  
Department  of H e a l t h  i n  r e v i e w i n a  and a c t i n g  o n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  p e r m i t .  

The menbers  of  t h i s  p a n e l  will be c h o s e n  from t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  and 
h e a l t h  d i s c i p l i n e s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a thorough a n a l v s i s  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  and  
s a f e t y  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of t h e  p r o p o s a l .  The p a n e l  members a l s o  w i l l  be chosen  f o r  
+ l - o ( -  < . a b . .  *..Y-y-..-"."' i n A o n o m A o n r o  2nd o b j ~ c t i v i t y .  

A l l  m e e r i n g s  of  t h e  p a n e l  anc! a l l  documents  p r o d u c e d  by i t  w i l l  be 
open t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  

Charge  t o  the P a n e l  

i) Review Tho p r o p o s z l  f o r  z t r i a l  i n c i n e r a t i o n .  

2 )  A d v i s e  w h e t h e r  t h e  T r i z l  s h o u l d  p r o c e e d  a n d .  i f  s o .  
w h e t h e r  211  n e c e s s a r y  s t e p s  nave  been e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  
2 s s u r e  p u b l i c  hez!th and s a f e t y  d u r i n g  :he t r i a l ,  and  t o  
e n s a i e  t h e  t r i c l  x i 1 1  3:rovide ?he  infor!na:.lon needed  t o  
e v a l u a t e  che  p e r m i t  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

3 )  Observe  t h e  t r i a l  i n c i n e r a t i o n .  i f  IT o c c u r s .  

- .  4 )  ~ t ' ~ i u z : p  :he i n c i n e r a t i o 6  procedures  2 n d  dncz  from t h e  : r i a l  
incineratlon. 

51  Review t h e  p r o p o s z l  :or t h o  f u l l  i n c i n e r a t i o n  o p e r a t i o n .  

6) A d v i s e  w h e t h e r  t h e  f u l l  i n c i n e r a t i o n  o p e r a t i o n  s h o u l d  be 
u n d e r t a k e n  a n d .  i f  SO. whethe r  a l l  n e c e s s a r y  s t e p s  h a v e  been  
e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  z i ssure  p u b l i c  h e a l c h  and s a f e t v  d u r i n g  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  a n d .  i f  n o t .  whz: a l t e r n a r i v e  methods  s h o u l d  be 
s e l e c i e d .  



PROPOSED ROCK'; F L A X  ?AXEL - --Cwhret! . -  -- . . .. 

i 

71 Yeet w i t h  approprjate o f f i c i a l s  and scientists f:om DOE and 
Rockwell to review the p r o p o s a l s  f o r  the test and f u l l  
incinerations. 

3 :  licpor: i:s fincir?zs anff recommendations :o Congressman 
Skaggs. :he sponsoring governmental bodies. the Colorado 
Deparrnent o f  Health. and the public. includine a written 
document and a public presentatiun to and discussion ui:h 
the Executive Committee regarding the findings and 
recommendations. I 

I 

Selection of the Panel 

The panel members will be chosen T O  inc!ude espertlse in these 
subjects: 

a) Airborne radioactive and hazardous emissions. with emphasis 
on their behavior and control. 

dl Sampling analysis recfiniques including continuous monitoring 
of radioactive and hazzrdous emissions. 

e )  Process conrroi engineering for evaluating incineraTor 
mechanics.. 

I 

f )  Occupational s a f e t y  and ;7eai:;?. 

Congressmzn Skaqqs  wi!l nzme members of t h e  pane l  after consultation 
Kith the sponsoring governmen7al bodies ana :he Coiorado Department of Health. 

Administration and Expenses 

Each of The sponsoring government21 bodies--the Arvada. Broomfield. 
and Kestminster City Councils and the Adams Coucty. Boulder County. and 
Jefferson County Boards of Commissioners--pledges financial support f o r  panel 
expenses in equal shares of up to $5.000 each. to be approved through the 
normal appropriations or  disbursement procedures of  each body. 
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Executive Conmi ttee 

An Esecutive Commiitee will receive the report(s1 of the panel and 
deal w i t h  anv administrative matters that may arise in the implementation Of 
this agreement. 

The Executive Committee x i i l  be comprised of Congressman Skaggs as 
chairman and one representative each selected :;om i t s  membership by the Arvada 
City Council, the Broomfield City Council. rhe Westminster City Council. the 
Adams County Board of Commissioners. the Boulder County Board o f  Commissioners. 
and the Jefferson County Board of Commissioners. The Executive Director o f  the 
Colorado Department of Health o r  his designee will parcicipate in all meetings 
of the Esecutive Commitiee to yevie% and provide information regarding the 
regulatory permitting process. 


